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by outside pressure. This is then followed by the sticking
together of the neutral particles thus formed into one solid
block of nuclear matter. In such a collapsing process the
radius of a star might decrease to one percent of its value
within a few hours, and the enormous amount of gravita-
tional energy liberated wrould be quite enough to explain
the intense radiation of supernovas. Under the pressure
of radiation coming from the interior of the star, its out-
side layers will be blown away, to form the expanding
shell that will surround the exploding star (Figure 49).

In spite of the great attractiveness of this explanation
of the supernova explosion, it remains so far only an inter-
esting hypothesis, since no rigorous theoretical treatment
of such collapse problems has yet been performed. But it
may be hoped that in the course of the next few years a
satisfactory solution of this last remaining puzzle of stellar
evolution will finally be found.